PREFACE.
The American Mathematical Society held its Fifth Colloquium in connection with its Thirteenth Summer Meeting, under the auspices of Yale University, during the week September 3-8, 1906. At this Colloquium the following courses of lectures were given :
Professor Eliakim H. Moore, of the University of Chicago: three lectures on " The Theory of Bilinear Functional Operators."
Professor Ernest J. Wilczynski, of the University of California : three lectures on u Projective Differential Geometry."
Professor Max Mason, of Yale University : three lectures on " Selected Topics in the Theory of Boundary Value Problems of Differential Equations."
The present volume contains these lectures as prepared by their respective authors for publication.
The aim and scope of the Colloquia of the American Mathematical Society are well set forth in the following extract taken from an official circular issued prior to the first Colloquium : *
" The objects now attained by the Summer Meeting are twofold : an opportunity is offered for presenting before discriminating and interested auditors the results of research in special fields, and personal acquaintance and mutual helpfulness are promoted among the members in attendance. These two are the prime objects of such a gathering. It is believed however that a third no less desirable result lies within reach. From the concise, unrelated papers presented at any meeting only few derive substantial benefit. The mind of the hearer is too unprepared, the impression is of too short duration to produce accurate nowledge of either the content or the method. . . . Positive and exact knowledge, scientific knowledge, is rarely increased in these short and stimulating sessions.
*Cf. Bull. Amer. Math. Soc., ser. 2, vol. 3 (1896), p. 49.
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